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Travellers flock to U.S. in record numbers 
despite weak Aussie dollar  
 

More than 1 million Aussies have visited the United States in the past 12 months, up 5.3% in a year 
This comes despite a 15% decline in the Aussie Dollar  
Value for money: Most everyday items still cheaper in the U.S. compared to Australia  

 
 

           

23 May, 2016, Sydney, Australia – The number of Australian visitors heading to the United 
States in the past 12 months has passed the 1 million mark for the first time, despite the 
weak Aussie Dollar, according to new research by finder.com.au, one of Australia’s biggest 
comparison websites .  1

 
A finder.com.au/travel-insurance investigation of Australian Bureau of Statistics Overseas 
Arrivals and Departures data shows a record 1.02 million  Aussies headed to the U.S. in the 2

year to March 2016. This was up from 971,200 visitors 12 months earlier.  
 
Cracking the million visitor milestone comes in spite of the Australian Dollar sinking 15% 
versus the Greenback over the past year. The recent decline to US $0.735  is $0.13 less 3

than the US$0.867 one year earlier.  
 
This follows a spike in the number of Australians searching and applying for travel 
insurance to America on finder.com.au/travel-insurance, with interest more than doubling in 
the past 12 months .  4

 
Michelle Hutchison, Money Expert at finder.com.au/travel-insurance says the U.S. remains 
very popular even though the Australian Dollar has fallen against the Greenback, perhaps 
because of the cheap cost of flights.  

1 Experian Hitwise since 2013 
2 1,022,700 visitors 
3 As at 19/05/16 
4 First quarter of 2016, compared to first quarter 2015 
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“While our Dollar is not as good value in the U.S. as it was a few years ago when the Aussie 
Dollar was above US$1.00, lower flight costs have cushioned Aussie travellers heading to 
America. 
 
“Rock bottom airfares to America are being offered to Aussies for as little as $798 return 
(Sydney to LA). 
 
“The figures prove Australians’ enduring love affair with America as a holiday hotspot – with 
official visitor numbers growing 5.3% in a year. In fact there have been year-on-year 
increases since March 2009. 
 
“Interestingly, despite a weaker Aussie Dollar, most everyday items are still cheaper in 
America compared to Australia – even after converting currency – keeping the Aussie 
tourism market strong.  
 
“For instance, while a cappuccino might be a little dearer in America ($5.20) than Australia 
($4.08), a mid-range meal for two is 14% cheaper ($80 in Australia vs $68.79 in America) 
and prepaid mobile calls are almost 60% cheaper in the U.S. 
 
“Comparatively you get more bang for your buck in the U.S. but travellers still need to be 
mindful of potential risks and consider travel insurance before taking off. You don’t want to 
turn a great value holiday into a financial disaster.” 
 

Difference in cost of everyday items in Australia and America 
 

Expense  Australia America Difference 

Three-course meal for two, mid-range 
restaurant 

$80.00 $68.79 -14.01% 

Coke/Pepsi (0.33L bottle) $3.18 $2.34 -26.29% 

Cappuccino $4.08 $5.20 +27.2% 

1 min. of prepaid mobile tariff local (no 
discounts or plans) 

$0.39 $0.16 -59.58% 

Milk $1.49 per L $1.26 per L -15.6% 

Loaf of white bread $2.74 $3.49 
 

+27.6% 

A dozen eggs $4.70 $3.76 -20% 

Apples (per kg) $4.07 $5.77 
 

+41.80% 



 

Domestic beer purchased at a 
restaurant 

$7.00 $5.44 -22.2% 

One-way ticket on local transport $3.95 $3.06 -22.4% 

1 litre of gasoline/petrol $1.31 $0.83 -36.4% 

Rent of 1-bedroom apartment per 
month in city centre 

$1,808.46 $1,625.59 -10.1% 

Pair of Jeans (Levis 501 or similar) $96.90 $57.61 -40.5% 

Water (1.5L bottle) $2.55 $2.40 -5.71% 

Source: finder.com.au/travelinsurance analysis of numbeo data, list is in AU$ and no particular order 

 
 

       

       

       

       

  

       

### 

 
We now have a news feed on Twitter! Follow us for the latest updates or drop us a line to 
say hi: @finder_news. 
 
For further information: 

 

Bessie Hassan 
Acting Head of PR 
& Money Expert 
+61402 567 568 
+61 1300 FINDER (346 337) 
Bessie@finder.com.au 
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